Js 


. S W - 
ELLE aauaws* AE 


by - SPLE-Fe 35#, 0 
# *, EX 


MTeTyeClWa_CRNDNT—TP_——— SS. 


Js 


. S W - 
ELLE aauaws* AE 


by - SPLE-Fe 35#, 0 
# *, EX 


MTeTyeClWa_CRNDNT—TP_——— SS. 


OF. 
FRANCIS SPIR 2 | 
In tne Year 1548; 


.. 
Lb 


i ——— 


—— 


6 4 | 5% | | | 
[<ompiled by us, Bacon Ef; 


- YY OI 
OF mommy 
b . 


Prov. 14, "4, 
The Ba &k-ftider %; beart ſhall be Md £ 


with his own Wayes, 


Ax COUF 
© WL 15 1922 


——_—. 


| —— 


C——_—_—_— 


CO ——_, . 


The Preface. 


Or truth of this H;.| 
ſtory inſuing,beſides 
circumſtances of Phce, 
Perſon, Time, Occ; fron, | 
loexattly obſerved, I re- 
' [fer my ſelf ro theR elati-| 

or of thoſe Godly men; | 
who in ſeveral Languz}. 
ges nave manifeſte trol 
, [the World the ſeveral 
paſlages thereof: and al- 

þ [though I am not ipno-| 

{ [fand, that at the firſt 
= & (ew A 2: they 


——_— 


E-1 The Preface. ", 


hey were not only not 


credited, but allo diſcre- 
 Jdited and flandered, by 
EF at as found them to be 


fa blur to theRomanPro- 
| {fcflion, yet they loſt not 
E [their luſtre thereby ; but 
® [bcingacquitted by many 
Compurgators of leve- 
ral Nations,and ſome of 
|theRomiſh Religion, be- 
ing all of them ſpectators 
[ this Tragedy,it occa-| + 
fioned not only a further 
[manifeſtation and con- 
[ _ tirmation tion], 


TheP reface. 


firmation of the Truth] * 


but alſoa large and more 
frequent confluence, to 
ſee that which they had 
formerly onely heard of. 
Fhis partly appeareth 


out of the ſucceding ſto-| - 
ry:but more fully out off 1 
an Apology written by} - 
| Vergerins,Biſhopof Fxt- 


ſtinople,who was accuſed 


for diſperſing the Fame] 
of his Example to the 
{tain of Popery,in which| 
Apology to N.Rottan,, 


| | 
n 
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- 
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The Preface. 


ſhortly & plainly 


prefent, If that it 


|Suffragan of Padua, 
dos | 
red, what was ſaid, what: 
[was done,and who were 


be de- 


|manded,what mov'd me 


E-4to compile this TI reatiſe 


I _ 1 
br of Spira, tell them, 


[mong all thoſe tha 


© ewe 


4 thatit 
 - Tſhould teach fear Ur re- 


Avexence ; and indeed a- 


C Came 


le 


_ bim 


— 


[to {ce him, few or none 

[return mithaken, Veroe-| 
ri ni his firſt Epi 
| wet, "I would fain go fee 


| ThePreface. "+ 


BY 


1... [him again, but | exceed-\ 
- ingly fear and tremble «45 
andin his Apology ſaith, | ? 
It is ſuch arare Example| 7? 
as I would willingly go|-: 
f to the fartheſt parts of|* 
the World to hear or ſee| | 
the like. The Lady. Fane: Wh 
[to her Fathers Chaplain| 
[( that had fallen mto | 

þ Spira's fin) ſaith, Rev] 
| member the lamentable| 

| | Eftate of Spira. 1 ac- 
4 |knowledg - that | there 
F [hath been: formerly'-a| / 
| A Book 2 
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The Preface. "0 
Book publiſhed in En- 


I[oliſh,on this Subje&;but 


as far as I can learn (tor 
[ could not get one of 


- [them it was not ſo vari- 
| Jous & large as this Trea- 
| ]tiſe;and.as I have heard, 
4a Tranſlation of only 
# Tone 'of the Tracts, 
- ;[whence in part I gatherd 
| [this Diſcourle.Concern- 


ing my Care and Fide- 
liry herein, 1 may truly 


-  [fay,without changing of 
color; T hat not one fen- 
FOO <: tence! 
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The Pre face. 


tence of all this Work, 
attributed to'the perſon 
|. |of Sprra, but it hath its 
| [warrant either from the] . 
; [Epiſtles of Vergerins &| 

| |Gribaldus, Profeſſors of| 

| |[Lawat Padua; or from| * 
the diſcourſes of Henry ©* 
'Scringer a Scotch 'man,] 


Sgifne.Gelons a Tranſ-| S | 


” — 44 £1 


aDivine of Baſil: I havel 
[taken no- other liberty} 
& [than as a Relation, tof * 


weave the forefaid Diſc} © 


vanian,and Mart.Bochah * 


The P reface. 


courſes together , ſo as 
thoſe who under ſeveral 
writers were accounted 
ſeyeral, I here make one 
| intircHiſtory,conne&ed 
{by-due ſucceſſion of time 
+ Hand occaſion, as punQu- 

| FJallyas could be aim'd at, 
| by the Circumſtances 
 Ihoted in the Writings 


- Yof-thok holy and Tear- 


ined men before named. 


EEEDGS 


TO THE | 
AUTHOR and-READ BR 
OF THIS 1 


HIST ORY. 


QOme ſcattered-parcels of this Storylay, | 
inForeign Pa pers,which hadft bot gn | 


TERS (a way;Þ. 
en vIOus 
| Thus rocolle@t,bad q qc. ron EY 


Reader, woudſt ſee how finning again Kb | 


Will quench & leave the ſoul inaſad ”_ hr þ 
Ofdiconten::come hitherReader cheridhok 


re, $: 
And learn lighr-quenching fins to fear. | 


Reafler,wouldift ſce the comfort ew np 
init} 

To grieve, What curfleſs grief ic dork. | 
Come hither then, look here = 

| Here ſee a ſoul that is all Defs irc; a mm 
; a Sptrir all wound; who can 
6 **Awounded ſpirit bear?” 
Reader |: 


CE I 


 — 


— 


Reader wouldſt ſec(what mayſt thou ne- 
yer eel), 
Oiſpair, cks, Torments, whips of burn« 
ng : 
me then,look here ! * 


| 'Whar Flames appear ! 
| His thoughts bn 

." ſtone his breath, 

His fight flames, wiſhes curſes life,a death: 
Athogſand deaths live in him,he nor dead, 


And yer he lives our Monument to rell . 
- , How black are quenched lights ; 
zenchr joys are double frights, 
 Blatk days are double-nighrs. - 

_ Heaven: taſted, loft, a double Hell. 


1 have call'd thee,Reader,pray ſo be, 
_-FRead this,thart others read not thee. 

4 "Legus Hiſtoriam. | 

' Ne fies Hiſtoria. 


"mm [<> mms this man, this furnace in whoſe | 
>. {Sin hath creared Hells : Oh, ineach part | 


$all ſtings, words,{words,brim- | 


A vrempagCourſe in living ſcalding lead:| 


Es EI 


"_ . ” 


| " 


—_— — — — 


+ | EDD) DEED) 
FD Xtraordinary Examples of 
þ Divine Juſtice, GQD 
| never intended for” :a/ 
\ {nine days wonder ; elſe would 
| ]he, when he exemplified Lots | i 
Wife haye turned her - into] 3 
a Statue of melting Snow, not} 2 
| [of laſting Salt; which flood, | 8 
' Jas Foſephws tell us, till his Age, | % 
| , [after the Deſtruction of Fera- | # 
ſalem, and as ſome travellers re-| 
re, till at this day,ut quoddam. 
| ominibus preſterat condimens | 
e tum,quo ſapiant unde illud cave-| = 
% [atur exemplum: Aug, de* Civir, 
Dei, lib. 16. cap 30. tor a ſeaſon 
againſt corruprion,a preſervatiye| 
| + ane; Apofſtaey, This Tragedy; | 
whett freſh and new, was the con>Þ 
\ verſion and. confirmation of fun- | 
dry Worthies, Yergerius, @ dayly | 
F! $I ſpearor].. 
em —_ _ —_r 


-—— 


—_ 
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> which moved me to compare this 


We 
= ag thereof, forſaking a rich! 
thoprick of Fuſtinopolx« , and| 
tents of Antichriſt, went ro Baſi!,! 
and dyed a wotthy Proteſtant :? 
many - Nations had Eye wit- 
neſſes * of --rheir- own / Students: 
then in-the Univerſity of Padua, 
who penned the ſtory, the Co- 
{pies whereof are frequently re 
| vived: ; our Engliſh ones were ye- 
; 
| ry-defe&ive, and now worn: out 
|otſhops and hands ; ſundry nia- 
| mifcrips of this abroad ,impetfecy; 


F - {labour of a worthy Gentleman 
4 tranſlated it ont 


& [ofipakbin, French &Dwich Letters) 
2 with the- Latine of Celims Secun- 
fans, Curio, Matthius Gr baultus, x ,Pro- 
feflors of the Civil Law in Paawa* 
vd Gelons 2 Tranſylvanidy, 
: Henricws $Fotss. all daily"Viſitors 
ot Spire, Und find it acdord wi 


"Touching Spira vg | 
8 [ | 


— 


— 
DO — 


| . 

I find moſt learned Writers do in- 
4+ |cline to the right and hopefull 
' [hand ; moved by his {weet hum- 
ble, and charitable ' ſpeeches ; 
[ſome few deſperate ones excep- 
} [red, thar fell rom him in ſome 
little agonies, which kept him fa- 
ſting and watching about fix 
months ſpace,cating nothing but 
what was fore'd down his throat, 
The fumm of Calvins and Bor- 
rhons their counſell is,(who writs | 
largely of vhe uſe of this patern} 

| 
{that all learn to take heed of 
| backſliding, which Gods ſoulals; 
hors: and not to dally with 
Conſcience, an Hell on Earth, if] | 

juſtly incenſed ; more to be fea- 
red then the Spaniſh Inquiſition, | 
or all the Strapadoes and ror- 
ments in the world; and to take 
heed of Spira's principall Errors; 
which were to diſpute with Sa- | 
| {fan over-buſily in time of weak- 
__ | 
— — — 


i.  todetermine in his own, much 
- - [more in others caſes. So com- 


—_— 


ee... f 


[LN LEE 

neſs, eſpecially*-ro Reaſon, I 
[conclude from preſent Sence 
to Gods paſt Reprobation and 
t  [furure Damnation : both which 
-* His hard, if poſſible, for any man 
| 
mending thee to his grace, who is 
* [ableto cſtabliſh thee to the end,] 
=.* |bid thee farewel, and hope well, 
=  4while the ſpace of Grace fafterh : 
: TDs Spiras, ſpera ;fo mayeſt thou 


- {take good, and no hurr, by the: 
© Treading-of this terrible Exam- 


| 
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Of the Fearful Eſtate |  ? 


OF - 
EA ANCES SPIRA, 


_—_ _ — or 
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was but newly 
ſen in a novly.p # 


IN O0tS days of the -R | - 
of Edward the ſixth of cs 
che "Torr E NG L ABLE 


w CE—_ ny als. 
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[= A Relation of the Fearful | 1 
4 della, lived one Francis Spira, a 
 —* [Civill Lawyer, an Adyocate of ; 
| [great Rank and Eſtcem, being of | | 
great Experience, of carriage Cir- 
cumſpe& and ſevere, his ſpeech | } 
grave and compoſed, his counte- |. | 
nance ſharp and auſtere, every 
way befitting that- authority | | 
whereunto he was advanced; en- 


dow'd with outward bleſſings of 


{Wife and eleven children, -and* 
wealth in abundance. What his 
- +workt parts were, haye no other 
Warrant than” his own words, 
Which (if not tainted overmuch | 
with thetbitterneſs of a deſperate 
mind, undbearing a countenance | | 
rather of 'paſſion than of ſober 
| cotiſefſion) may ſeem. to" add a 
period to all farther commenda-| 


; 


tions. - | 
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Þ a | 5 covetous ' of Mopey, and* ac- 
* ff cordingly applied 'my. ſelf x0 
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* truth ; and the truſt committed 
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* get wi Injuſtice, corrupting Jy- 
* {tice by deceit, inventing tricks 
*to delude Juſtice ; good cauſes 
* I either defended deceirfully,or: 
* fold them to the adverſary per- 
* diquſly ; ill cauſes I maintai-| 
* ned with all my might ; I wit- 

*tingly oppoſed the known 


* unto me I either betrayed or 
* perverted. Thus, having worn 
our fourty four years, or 
theteabouts , and the' new: 
ofthe new, or rather, n y 
revived [Opinions of © Luther 
coming into thoſe party; re- 
preſented an obje&t of Novelty 
unto. him ; who being ag  de- 
firous to know, as he was  fa- 
mous for knowledge , ſuffered 
not theſe wandring Opinions 1 

paſs. unexamined ; but . ſearch- 
ing: into the Scripture, and itt- 


* 3. 


ro 


| 


a» 


<a 


land this. continued for the fpace 
\ ![ef fix- years, - or thereabouts;; 
4 nes ſo "loog as this fre : cn 


_ 
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to all Books of Controverſies 
that he could ger, both old and 
new, and finding more than 
fame or Opinion, he began to taſt 


taines, loves , and - ownes 
them ar length ; and with fuch 
Zeal, as he became a Profeſlor, 


hy a ; and after to his Friends, 


| Jand familiar ——_—_ and 
'jin compariſon, 
; lect all > Aﬀairs ; intend- 


eemed to ne 


ing ever to preſſe this main 
-point, that We muſt wholly, and 


 foxely depend on the free and ur- 
; changeable love of GOD 1# the 


death of clrif, as the onely ſure 


[may to. Satvation: and- this was 


the ſumme of all his Diſcourſe, 


. S] 
PT] = : = 


their nature ſo well, as he enter-} 


7ea 2 Teacher of them, firſt to, 
Wife, Children , and Fami-] 


* \. =o o 


! 
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keep it ſelf within private walls ; 
bur ar length, it brake forth into 
publick Meetings, ſo as the 
whole Province of Padua daw- 
ned by the luſtre thereof. The 
Clergy finding their trade of the 
Pardons to decay:and their Pur- 
garory to wax cold, begar' to: 
ſtirr themſelves ; of their! 
actions,firſt, with conn al- 
ſions upon the whole Profel-. 
on; - thenmore plainly ſtriking 
at Spire with grievous Accuſa- 
tion, 


And to effe& their ucrcts 


ſome promiſe labor,others favor, 
_ advice,others maintenance; 
n to: :devide either_ his 
God. 
- Now . was John Caſa, 


";"Mire,, 


4 Phot reqoene at. Apt 


Soul om his at both _ y 


—_ As — 


74 A kelation of the Fearful | 


nice, being by birth a Floren- 
tine, and one that wanted nei-. 
ther malice againſt thoſe of 
|rhis way nor craitineſs to 
effe&t his malicious purpoſes ; 
to him theſe men repair with 
out-cries againſt Spira , that 


Church, deluded rhe Ecclefia- 
ical power, and ſcandalized 
the policy thereof ; one of no 
\mean- Rank, being -a- man of 
[Account and Authority , .and 
thereunto-leamed-im vhe Scri 
tures, cleganrt-in ſpeech, and in 
one: word,” 2 *dangerous Zu he- 
ran , having. ' alſo many Diſci-: 
ples.,: and therefore not to be 
deſpiſed. | 

At this began the Legate to 


he was the man that condem- | 
ned the received Kires of the]. 


caſt bis eye on the tertible al-} .] 


teration that. lately "had © ha 
ned: in Germany; where, by tha 
| ; Se 


Co. 
. 


— 


— 


means f || 


— 


li. —_. 


neans of one only Luther, the 
'Romiſh Religion had ſuffered 


DI nrnnnm—— 


bur the Clergy muſt cither| 


| fide, when he faw how pro- 


— 
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ſuch a blow, as. that it could 
neither be cured by Diſlimula- 
tion , nor defended by Power ; 


mend rheir manners, *or loſe 
their dignirties. . On the other 


enſe ' the common le 
Fakabiziog in the boelering 
Country of 7aly, were 'to]- 
entertain thoſe new opinions, 
now- thonghr :it"/ no'- time - 9 
difpate .or perſwade, ' but . with 
ſpeed repairsto rhe ' Senate, and 
_—_ authority fromthew-10 
nd to Spire. 
 $pns by this tibie lad con 
fidered ' with hanfelf of / the 
nature of his - courage,” ' how 
evident and notorious it was;; 
and | therefore  fabject /t0: belen- | 
Tod: ' by/ ſth! as! neiches' ho "4 

$ 
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his Perſon nor Religion : he per-| 
ceived that His,. Opinions were 
neither retired,:nox-ſpeculariye, |: 
but ſuch as aimed-at the over- 
throw of ' the Romiſh Faction, 
and a change of Policy; and that, 
his enemies wanted neither Pow-[ 
er nor Occaſion, to'call 'himi to 
an account in publick, when he 
muſt either 4poſtatize; and ſham- 
fully ' give his former life, yea 
his ewn- Conſcience the lie, .or 
endure the utmoſt Malice of his 
| deadly Enemies; or forſake his 
Wiſe, Children, Friends, Goods, 
 JAuthority, yea, his Dear Coun- 

| 32 , and Mook: Siaeit to a 
_ [Forcin E, there to en-j[| 

dure Fu ouſand .Milſceries , | ; 

{rhar'do continually wait upon a | 
voluntary Exile, 15:16 


CD iro the reſtleſs Wayes: of [{| 
; | 
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doubr, without guide to truſt to, 
or Heaven to fly to for ſuccour, | 
| [on the ſuddain,, GOL? Spirit 
a:liſting, he telt a calm, and began 
11 | to diſcourſe with himſeif in this 
$1 | manner. | 
* Why wandreſt thou thus in] 
MI |* uncertainties, unhappy man ? 
|| |* caſt away fear, put on thy 
-{| |< ſhield, the ſhield of Faith: Where 
| [is thy wonted courage , thy 
ri} |* goodneſs, thy conl'ancy ? re- 
SI] |* member that Chritts glory 1ys 
$ 


| |* at the ſtake : ſuffer thou, with- 
| | out fear, and he will defend 

! *thee, he wall tell thee "What 
aſl j©* thou ſha't anſwe ; he can'ibear 
t-If | © down all danger; bring thee our. 
| | * of Priſon, "raiſe thee from-the 
{| © dead: conſider Peter? in a Dun- 
* geon, the Martyrs in the Fire; 
- Bj {thou mak ſta goodConfefſion, 
EMI © thou maieſt indeed go toPrifen, 

1 hoy, death, but an eternal zeward 


_” A. b, - —_ bd x 
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*'in Heaven remains for thee ; 
* What haſt thou in this world 


* comparable to Eternal life , to 


| © Everlaſting happineſs ? if thou 


* doſt otherwiſe, think of the ſcan- 
*dal ; (common people live by 
'* example, thinking whatever 1s 
<-done is well done) fear the loſs! 
of ace and joy,fear hell, death | 
| 


- #}* and eternal wrath ; or, if the 
” {fleſh beſo ſtrong, as to-cauſe 


* thee to. doubr of the iſſue, fly 
* thy Country, get thee away 


j* though never ſo tar, rather than 


<deny the Lord of Life. * 
.. Now was'Sprira in reaſgnable 


— 


| Los being reſolved to yield ro 


theſe weighty Reaſons, Yer hol- 
ding it wiſdom to examine all 
Thin s. he conſults alſo with fleſh 
and lood ; thus the battle doth 
'renew,and the ficſh begins in this | 


- F manner; © Be well-advioed, fond} 
* | © man, conſider: Reaſons on: both 


fades, | 


S a 
% n ” 
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a; 1 
%4* 
a 


"— hl... 


EY. Eſtate of Francis Spira. I 1 


* fides,and then Judge : how canſt 
*thou thus overween thine own 
'ſufficiency,as thou neither regar- | 
'deſt the examples of thyProgeni- 
*rors, nor the Judgement ot the 
* whole Church ?-doſt thou not: 
* conſider what miſery this thy 
* raſhneſs will bring thee unto ? 
* thou ſhalt loſe all thy ſubſtance,! 

* gotten with ſo great Care and| 
* Travel,thou ſhalt undergo the 
* moſt exquiſite torments that 
* Malice it ſelf can deviſe; thou 
' ſhalt be counted an Heritick of 
* all, and to cloſe up all, thou ſhalt 
f die ſhamefully. What thinkeſt 
© thou' of the loathſome ſtinking 
*dungeon, the bloody ax, the 
* burning fagot? Are thy deſight- 
[2 fall? Be wiſeat length, and keep} 
' thy.life and h6not;:thou may'tt 
*liveto do much goodrto- good 
*men, as God commands thee ; 


OIL IR G tn ode co. 


: thou.mayeſt be an ornament to | 
Vrnt Ba thy] 
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'thy Countrey , and put caſe 
* the Countrys loſs would be of 
* ſmall eſteem with thee, wilt 
|* thou bring thy friends alſo into 
| * danger? thou haſt begotten chil- 
þ dren, wilt thou now cut their 
* throats, and inhumanely burt-] 
|<cher them, who may in time 
* bring honour.to their Country, 
|* glory to God, help and further- 
* ance to his Church ? go to the 
*Legar, weak man, freely confeſs 
* thy fault and help all theſe mi- 
[*ſeries. Thus did the cares of| 
this Word, and the deceirfulneſs 
of Riches, choak the good Seed 
|that was formerly ſown : ſo as 
fearing,he faints, and-yields unto 
'the alurements of this preſent 
[world ; and being thus blinded 


he $0es to the Legat at Pence, 
fand ſalutes him with this] 
{ NEWS. | 


ſ.. . Hav,ng for theſe divers years en- 


| oP tertaized 'Þ 
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tertained a opiizzon conceriiiig ſome 
Articles of fa:th, contrary to the Or- 
thidox and received®©ydrement of 
the Church , and Uttered many 
things againſt the authori! 9. of 
the Church of Roms, and the univer- 
ſal Biſhoy, 1 humbly ackn wledg my 
fault and error and my folly in miſlec- 
ding others , 1 therefore yield my 
ſelf in all obedience to the Supreans | 
B:ſhop into the boſom of the Church 

of Rome, never to depart aza. * 
from the T; Had'tions ani d:crees of the 
holy See; 1 am heartily ſorry for what 
is paſt, and I hambly bez pardon "= 
ſo great an offence. 


The Let perceiving $pir#0 
faint, he purſues ro the utmot ; 
he cauſes a recitation of all his 
Errours to be drawn in Writing, | 

together with the Confeſſion an-; 
nexed to it. And commithds 


Spira to ſubſcribe his name there;  - 


'B 3 hich) | 


ws ow... # t——_——_—_— 


- 
*. \ 


P 4 


ja main, he cannot ſtay, nor 


Iv 


© |Legate 3, what glorious teſlimo-] 


| the Legate commands him to re- 


berhinks himſelf of the large 


which accordingly he did ; then 


turn to his own Town, and there 
to declare this Confeſſion of his, 
and to acknowledge the whole 
Do&rine of the Church of Kore, 
to be holy, and true; and to 
abjure the Opinions of Luther, 
and other ſuch Teachers, as falſe 
and Eeritical: * Man knows the 
* beginning of ſin, but who bounds 
'the Iſſues thereof? Sp;ra having 
once. loſt footing , goes down 


— 


gain-lay the Leg-te, but promi- 
eth to accompliſh his whole 
will and pleaſure : he ſoon ad-' 
dreſſeth himſelt for his Journey : 
and being onward in the way, 
ſpoils: he had brought away. 


from. the conflit with + 
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great Faith and Conſtancy | *n' | 


Chriſts cauſe ; and to be 
plain, how impiouſly he had 


denyed Chriſt, and his Goſpel | : 


at Venice ; and what he pro- 
miſed to do further in his:'own 
Country': and thus, partl 
with bh and partly with 
ſhame , being confounded ,” he 
thought he heard a voyce 
ſpeaking unto him, in this mart- 
ner. 


* whither goeſt thou? haſt thon, 
* unhappy man, given thy hand- 
- Writing to the Legate at Venice? 
*yer ſee thou doſt not ſeal it in 


'rhy own Countrey... 'Doſt thou} 


* indeed think erethat Life ſa 
©mean, as thar rhox pre rr 
«his preſent life before ir? doſt 
thou well in preferring wie 


and children before Chat? i | 


*5he Sap KN of the pev- 


* Spir, Whardoſl rhon here? 2 I 
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* ple, better indeed than the glo- | 
* xy of God ? and the poſeſſion of 
* this Worlds good - more dear 
* to thee, than the ſalvation of 
*thine own ſoul ? is the ſmall uſe | 
* of a moment of time more deſi- 
*rable, then eternal wrath is 
*dreadful ? think with thy ſelf, 
| Z what Chriſt endured for thy 
Take,is it not equal thou ſhouldit 
*ſuffer ſomewhat for him ? Re- 
* member man, that the ſufferings 
* of this preſent life are not com- 
arable to the glory that-ſhall 
be revealed, If thou ſuffereſt 
© with.bim, thou ſhalt alſo reign 
* with- him: thou canſt not an-| } 
*\wer for what thou haſt already 
-F*done;;. nevertheleſs the gate of 
'*Mercy is nor quite ſhut. Take 
{©heed. that thou heapeſt nor fin 
*upon ſin, leſt thou repent whencic ! 
| * will be roo lare. At 


"8 


” 
; 
* 


|: | © Now was: Spira in a, Wilder-. 


ems. — th 
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neſs of doubt,” not knowing 
which" way to turn him , nor 
what to do; yet being arrived 
in his own Country,and amongſt 
his friends, conſidering what 
he had done, and what he had 
further promiſed to do, and 
how the terrour of God on thef-+- 
one ſide, and the terrour of this 
World on the other fide, ' did 
continually rack him ; andf| 
therefore he deſired: * of - cheny4 
advice in this ſo donbrful_ a| 
caſe :. His friends, upon {mall 
deliberation anſwered . : that ie; 
| was "requiſite he ſhould © take] 
heed that he did not in any 
wiſe betray his wife ' and -dtnl-f" 
dren, and all his friends; -inee.| - 
danger: ſceing, that 'by ſo fmalt 
a. matter as 'the recitipgot-2| 
_ [tle - Scedule', which © aigh 
| [Þe-:done in- lefs | fpach* then 
: ju an hour, he.-might both 
33-59 By 
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Free himſelf from preſent dan-\ | 
er, and preſerve many that 
epend upon him ; adding 
moreover that he could ger 
no credit in relenting from 
that which he had already in| |} 
greateſt part Performed be- 
tore - the Legate at Yenice, and 
that in the perfe&t accompliſh- 
ing thereof, little or no diſcre- 
dit - could ariſe, more than 
Whar by the former action al-; 
ready he had ſuſtained ; on 
. Fthe other fide, if he did nor} 
"Of perform | his promiſe made to 
 Frhe | Legare, he could neither| | 
{diſcharge himſelf of the 
ſhame which he had. already | 
mcurred., nor ' avoid farre 
more heavy and infupporrable 
injuries , then probably he 
-  tfhould have endured, if he hat} 
' - perſiſted: obſtinarely in his for-] 
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{that night the miſerable, man 
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This was the laſt blow of 
the- battle ; and Spira utterly 
overcome, goes to the-Pretor, 
and profers ro perform his 
promiſe made to the Legatre, 
who in the mean time, had 
taken order to have all things 
ready, and had ſent the inſtru- 
ment of Abjuration ſigned by 
Spira , to the Prztor, by the 
hands of a certain Prieſt. Al] 


wears ont with reſtleſs cares, 
withour any minute of reſt ; the 
next morning being come, he 

ets up, and- being ready, he 
erdy enters into -- the 
publick- Congregation ,- where] 
Maſs being finiſhed ; -3n the] 
preſence of Friends -and_ _ Ene-| | 
mies; and of the ,whole-Aflem- 


[evo thouſand peop ſs," yea' and 
| of 'Heayen it felt, he recites 


bly,” bein a | 


that 


co” ® v2 " *4 =y 


+ — 


| 
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'that infamous —Abjuration , 
word for word as it was Writ- 
ten: it being. done, he was fi- 
ned at thirty pieces of gold, 
which he preſently paid, five 
whereof were given to the 
Prieſt. that brought the abju- 
ration, . the. other — 
were imployed rowards the 
making of a Shrine to put the 
Exchariſt in ; then was he ſenr 
home, reſtored to his Dignities, 
Goods, Wiſe, . and Children : 
No. ſooner . was he departed, 
buthe thought he heard a dire- 
ful voice, faying-to him,.* Thou 
* wicked. wretch,thou haſt denzed 
* me, thou haſt renounced the co- 


{*venant of thy obedience, thou 


*haſt broken thy vow; hence 


*ſentence of thy eternal damng 


"= + 0n;. he trembling and quake S 


j body and mind, fell dawn in;a 


NI" Is. 4 bj 
_ _ - 
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ever heavy on his hearr, ds: 


{[9hers not looking ſo high:as 
| the- Judgemenrt- of God, lard all 
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ſwound-: relief was at hand for 
the body, but from that time for- 
ward he never. found any peace 
or eaſe of mind, but continu- 
ing in unceflant torments, he 
proteſted that he was captived 
under the revenging hand. of 
the great God, that he heard 
continually that fearful fen- 
tence of Chriſt rhar juſt Judge; 
that he knew he was utterly 
undone ; that he could neither 
hope for Grace, nor Chriſt's In- 
terceſſion with God the Father 
in his behalf: thus was his fault 


ever his Judgement before his 
eyCS, TORT 
Now began his friends; 
ſome of them, to repent $00 
late- of . their raſh counfell- : 


the blame'.on: his. Melancho-| | 
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lick conſtitution ; that over-]. 
ſhadowing his Judgement , 
wrought in him a kind of mad- 
neſs .: every one cenſured as 
his fancy led him, yer for re- 
medy all agreed in this to uſe 
| both the ' wholeſom help. of 
Phyfitians, and . the pious ad- 
-| vice of Divines, and therefore 
thought it meer to convey him 
to Padu4-, an Univerſity | of 
note, where plenty of all man- 
ner of means was to be had : 

this they accordingly did ; 

borh with his Wite, Children, 
Jand whole family: others alſo 
jor This friends accompanying 
him ; and being _ at the 
houſe of one FJamrs Ardiy, in 
Saint Zeonards. Pariſh, they ſent 
for three Phyfitians ' of - riot 
Note , who wp due obſerva- 


| png sf. hu diſeaſe, and | 


one] 
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ſome private conference one 
with another, amongſt them- | 
ſelves, returned their Virdi& 
in this manner, viz. That they 
could not diſcern thar his bo- 
dy was affliited with any dan- 
ger 'or diltemper Originally 
from it ſelf, by reaſon of the 
over-ruling of any humour ; 
but that this Malady of his 
did ariſe from ſome grief or 
aſſion of his mind, which 
cing over-burdened' did fo 
opprels the ſpirits, as they: wan-' 
ting free paſſage, . ſtirred up 
many ill humours,”” whereof L 
[rhe body | of man is fall, and 
theſe aſcending up ing the | 
Brain , . troubled - the *; dg 

This 


ſhadowed the ſeat of the. 
"ment, and. ſo corrupted i it. | 
was the Nate: 'of his Kt Bae 

that outward part foes af 2 


nem ro the eye of natute; this 
yy | bane 


* Y 
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{ible to the eye of nature ; this 
anc endeavoured to reform 
by purgation , either to con- 
ſumie,- or at leaſt ro divert the 
courſe of thoſe humours from 
the brain ; bur all their skill ef 
feed nothing, which Spirs no- 

, faid, * Alas poor men ! 
|* how far wide arc you ? do 
* you think that this diſeaſe is 
to be Cured by potions ? be- 
+ ljeye me there muſt be ano- 
*ther manner of medicine z 


[+ that can help a fainting foul 
«caſt down with the ſence of fin, 


1*and wrath of God ; tis —_ 
Chriſt that muſt be- the Phyſt- 


- 4 Anridore 
= Þ+ «The - Phyſicians eaſily: & 


5 - oi the whole 'rruth oy; 


—_ | 


|* it 4s neither plaiſter nor drugs, | 


* tian and the Goſpel the Souls 7 


| Fhinwed: him, after they: had un-1 . | 
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the matter, and therefore they 
wiſhed him to. ſeek fome ſpi- 
ritual comfort. By this time 
the fame ofthis man was ſpread 
over all Padua, and the neigh- 
| | bour Country ; partly tor that 
he was a man of. Eſteem ; 
partly becauſe as rh& diſcaſe; 
ſo the occaſion was Eſpecially 
remarkable ; for this was [not 
done in a corner ; ſo as dayl 

there came multitudes . of . a 

forts to ſee him: 3 ſome our of 
curioſity,” onely to ſee-and difs}  ..z 
| courſe ; ſome out of .a hae] d. 


deſire to try all means thas 
might reduce him to comfort 
again: or at leaſt tro. benehs6 
themſelves by ſuch a ſpedta> 
cle. of Miſery, and of the” Ju- 
| | {lice of, God. Amongſt theſe 
+ | Pauls, Vergerius,, Bilhop » of 
Faſt inopolis aftl- Matthews , Gris 
buxtdys, deſerve eſpecially » . 
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be named: as the moſt princi- 


pall labourers for this mans 
comfort. They find kim now 
abour fiſty years of age, nei- 
ther affected with the dotage| 
of old age, nor with the un- 
conſtant head-ſirong paſſion of| 
| po, but in. the ſtrength of 
1s. Experience and Judgement ; 
ina burning hear , calling ex- 
ceffively for drink, yet his 


7 tinderſtanding active, quick 


of —_— , Witty in dif- 
courte above his ordinary man- 


"ner, and judicioufly appoſite ; 


his : Friends laboured - with 


# - [him-by-all fair means to receive 
FF:  [fome nouriſhment, which he 


obſtinately - gain-ſaying , 'they 
forcibly infuſed frat liquid 
ſuſtenance - into His mouth ;, 


{moſt of which he - ſpit out a- 
-[gain, exceedingly chafing, and 
b. 


ur this fretting mood- of his", | 
5; JI ſaid | | 
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ſaid, * As it 1s truc thar all 
* things work for the beſt ro 
* thoſe that love God ; ſo to 
* the wicked all are contrar 


* ſpring is the Bleſſing of God, 
* and his reward, being a ſlay 
*to the weak eltate of their 
* aged parents, -to me they are 
* a cauſe of bitterneſs and. vexa- 
* tion; they do ftrive to make 
* me tire out this miſery ; I 
* would fain be at an end 3 -I 
* deſerve not ' this dealing - at 
* their hands; Oh ! tharT were 
; poue from hence, that ſome] 
* body would ler out this weary 
* Soul. . TILES 

His friends ſaluted him;- andF$-.: -- 
asked bim, what he*onegivedF* :-. 
to. be the cauſe of his Diſtafe$k' *<:* 
forthwith -he' brake . out 'into- 4 
lamentable - diſcourſe... of ::thy 
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. that 
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that with ſuch paſſionate Elo- 
cution , that he cauſed many *0 
weep, and moſt to tremble. 
They contrarily, to comfort 
him, propounded many of 
God's promiſes recorded in the 
Scripture, and many examples 
[of God's Mercy : *My fin 
* (ſaid he) is greater then the: 
| Mercy of God, Nay anſwered 
they, The Mercy of God is above 
all ſn; God would have all:men 
{© ro be faved; Ir's true (quoth 

* he) he wou'd have all that he 
* hath elected ro be ſayed ; he 
© would not have damned Repro- | 
| bates to be ſfayed : I am one of 
*that number, I know. it, for I 


* edge denied Chriſt, and. I feel: 


'ſuffer me to hope. 


| believe 


1 
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| that he hardens, and will nor'| 


Aﬀter ſome fiftence; 'one -af-|. | 
[ked him, whether he did. nor] 


| believe that Doctrine to be rrue, 
for- which he was accuſed be- 
fore the Legate ? He anſwered 
* ]did believe it when I denied it, 
* but” now I neither believe thar, 
* nor the Doctrine of tl:e Roman 
* Church : ] believe nothing, I 
* have no faith, no truli, no hope; 
*I am a Reprobate like Ca/- or 
* n4as,who cai.ing away all hope 
* ofmercy, fell into diſpair; and 
* my friends do me great Wrong, 
* that they ſuffer me not to go to 


*juſlly deſerve. 


rebuke him ; requiring , and 
charging him, that in any-*wile 
he did not violate the: Meroy: of 
God, to which he anfwered; 


* the Ele, bur nor tome,or:any/ 
© like ro:me, who are ſealed up 


Mn IE ——— 


* the place of Unbelievers, as T| 


Kere they began ſharply ro| 
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*The Mercy of God is cxeoguny X 
* ing large, and extends to alf| 


kn. top. 


{coming to His nailing to the 
-[Croſs, Spira ſaid, *© This indeed 


' * torment, becauſe I contemned 


"ul 


: Gichful friend -of yours ,” come 
{to fee you. He is. welcome | 
(aid he) but. be Jhalf: -fnd | 
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* to wrath ; I tell you I deſerve it, 
* my own conſcience condemns 
*'me, - what needeth any other 
* Judge ?' Chriſt came (ſay they) 
t0 take away (in, Rows. 2. 15. and 
calling for a Book, they read un- 
ro him the Paſſion of Chriſt ; and 


<£is comfortable to ſuch as are 
'* Elected, but as for me Wretch, 
| <rhex, are nothing but grief and 


* them. Thus roaring tor grief, 
,dowh upon- the bed as he lay, 


he enxreated them to read no 
'mpre.. As Gribanidns, was com- 


Door. Gribauldnr, a godly and 


and toſſing himfelf up and} 
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me 
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ing to ſee him, Yergerins ſaid|' 
to - Sprrs, Dear Sir, here ' 18] } | 


——F we as a of ea 1 
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me ill : Gribaulds replyed , 

Sir, This is but an illuftion of 
the Devil, who doth what he' 
can to yex you; but turn you' 
to God with your whole' 
hearr, and he is ready to ſhew' 


you Merc Fa the Lord your | 
Il o 


Les is f Mercy, it is 
he that hath ſaid, that as oftew" 


45 4 ſinner repents of his ſin, he 


will remember his ſin mo more, 


Conſider this in the example] 
of Peter, that was Chriſts famj-| 
liar, and an Apoſlle, and yer] 
denyed him thrice with "art. 
Oath,-and yet God was merci-| 
fal unto him : Conſider 


the Thief that ſpent his whole 
life in Wickedneſs, . and -for all 
that, did not God gratioufly 
reſpe&t him in the laſt. minute 
efhis Life? Is the Lord's hand 
now; ſhortaed that / it. catnor 


[fave +: To this Spire anſwered: : 
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* Tf Peter grieved and repented, |] 
* it was becauſe Chriſt beheld 
* him with a merciful eye : and 
* in that he was pardoned, it was 
* not becauſe ' he wept- but be- 
* :auſe God was gracious ro him ; 
* but God reſpetts not me, and. 
'* therefore I am a Reprobate ; 1 
* feel no comfort can enter into 
* my heart; there's place there 
* onely for torments and vexings 
© otfparit ; I tell you my caſe 1s 
< properly mine own , .no. man 
** was ever in the like plight, and 
* therefore my Eſtate is feartu!.” 
[Then rozring out in. the bit- 
terneſs” of his ſpirit, ſaid, 7's| 
Fs” fearful thing 10 fall into the} 
hands af 'the living God; the. vio-| 
f lence' of his Paſſion and Action} 
ſuitable , did amaze many of 
' the Beholders ; infomuch._ as}: 
\fome--of-: them; ſaid with #[ | 
| whiſpering: voice , that he was| 
[+7 polleſſed 
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poſſeſſed ; he over-hearing it, 
ſaid, *Do you doubr it ? Lhave a 
« whole legion of Devils thar take 
* up their dwelling within me, 
* and poſſeſs me as their own 7; 
* and juſtly roo, for I have denied; 
* Chriſt. ' Whether did you thar 
willingly or not ? (ſaid _ 
* Thar's _— to the purpoſe 
* (faid Spira) Chriſt ſaith whoſo- 
* ever denies me before men, him 
* will I denie before my Father 
* which is in Heaven ; Chiift 
* will nor: be denied, no noting; 
'word;and therefore it is enough} 
* though in heart 1 never 'deni 
* kim. » | 
They obſerving his diſlempers to 
ariſe from. the ſenſe and horrorof 
the pains of Hell,asked kita whe- 
theghe thought there were-worſs 
paits;han whor-he endured; tor 
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a preſent, he ſaid, That herkaiow: 
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|* thoſe that he then ſuffered, for 
* the wicked ſhall riſe to their 
{* jadgement; -bur they ſhall not 
|-ſtand 'in Judgement, (?/a/. 1.) 
* this/I tremble to think of, yer 
<do I defire nothing more than 
Sn bt | 
{*rhatTmighricome to that place, 
*whereTmay be ſure to feel the 
5worlt; and to' be freed from fear 
+. of 'worſe to come. _ | 
IJ, . bur you are to conſider (faid 
one) [that thoſe Opinions.:Yor |' 
{which you-were accuſed' before. 
1the / Legate , wete-impious , -and 
therefore you are not-'to. think 
ou denied Chriſt, but rather 
that you confeſſed him, ac-|' 
t wiedging the infallible trath 
+ofthe Catholick Church. * Truly}: 
+*(fſaid he) when I did deny choſe | 
}* Opinions, I did think ther] 
1* robe true, and yer did deny |}. 
; þ-- "Go wp (Aid : others). now: 
| $EF; 4) then| | 


a asr ASSOC 
© — ” 


—_— 


ih. 4 


3. _ W % —_ 


—_ SH N PI _. _— PI ———D— 


G_—_ 


Eſtate of Francis Spira. 35 


then believe that they are true. 
* Now I cannot (ſaid he) God 
* will not ſuffer - me to believe 
* them, nor truſt in his Mercy '; 
* what would you have me to 
* do ? I would fain attain to this 
* power , but cannot, though 1 
- |, ſhould preſently be | burar for 
} ©it. But why-do you. (ſaid:the 
' | other) eſteem this ſo grievous a 
ſin, when as the learned Zegat 
1 - | conſtrained you. to it ;- which 
| heſurely would not have-done, 
if . your former ' Opinions wa 
not been -Erroneous 2 No, 
Frans he: Devil beſets nee ; 
ler. not - therefore the. -greviout; 
neſs ; of, "thy fin (if an ſuch 
| be)-amaze. thee. Yeoh right] . 
|{(replyed 'he) the Devil -harh 
pofieſt me, and- God hath left 
11. [me to his powet ; for find 
L, can neither [believe |the: Goſs] | 
joel, nar m_ in God's Mercy,] , 
$ ple We : | 
| 


dh com adn | TREE K YT "8 ns Ks. Be Meh. 4 
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| *] have ſinned againſt rhe Holy 
*Ghoſt, and God by his immuta- 
|< ble-.decree hath bound me over 


out any hope of pardon. Its true 


'-F* that the greatneſs of ſin, nor the 


* multitude of them, bind nor 
+ God's Mercy; all thoſe fins that 
* in. the former part of my lifeI 
. | have commirted then did not 
£ fo 'much trouble me, for I truſt- 


* my charge : now having ſin'd a- 
| © gainſt che holy Ghoſt,God hath 
j* taken away from me all power 


* ſins to remembrance; and guilty 
*of one guilty ofall. And there- 
'*fore it 1s no matter whether .m 


* ny;they be ſuch asChriſls blood 


'* ro me: God will have Mercy on 


« whom he will-have Mercy ; and; 
——— 


- 2 F Wong | 


—_— 


«ro: perperual puniſhment with-' 


<ed God would not lay them to | 


[* ofrepentance,and-brings all my | 


*fins be great or ſmall,tew or mia-| - 


_ — 


* noeGod's Mercy belongs i0t | 


_— 


| * ſity, and my children from po- 
* yerty : and now [behold how: 


___—— 


CO 


* this isit that gnaws my hear, 
* he hath hardned me ; and I 
find that he daily more and 
* more doth harden me, and 
* therefore I'am out of hope; I 
* feel it, therefore cannot bur 
* deſpair : I tell you there was ne- 


* yer was any man a live a ſpecta- 
* cle-of exceeding miſery. Fknew 
* that juſtificarion':is -ro- be” expe- 


* abjured it, to the end I might 
* keep. this frail life from adver- 


bitter this life is rome, and/-God 
* only knows whar ſhall become 
* of this my Family ; bur. ſure no 
* good is likely to beride.ir, but 


*rpin: at Jength , as-one. ſtone 
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*ver ſuch a Monſter asI am, ne-- 


* ed by Chriſt, and I denied and | 


*« worſe, and: worſe; 'and ſuch af 


* whom he will [ke hardnerh | 


— — 


Ss 


OY 


[I II ll 


{ſhall not be: left upon another. | 


_— 
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Bux why ſhould you (ſaid Gr: 
bauldus ) conceit ſo deeply of 
your fin, ſecing you cannot but 
| know, that many haye denied 
Chriſt, yet never fell into Diſ-| | 
pair? * Well (faid he) I can ſee] 
|*no ground -of comfort for | 
*ſuch,, neither can I warrant| | 
* them from: God's revenging 
* hand in wrarh, m_ it plea-| | 
j{ ſeth God yer: to ſufter ſuch to 
7 be in peace:: and beſides, there | 
- {* will a time of danger come,and 
|* then” they ſhall be rthorowly 
* tried; and if it were not ſo,yet 
!+ God is juſt-in making me an| ]. 
Example to-others, and I cannot b 
* juſtly complain ; there is no 
« puniſhment ſo great but I haye 
: Od it; for this ſo heinous 
© offence. I, aſſure-you it is ng 
{mall matter rodeny Chriſt, 
* and yet ir iS more ordinary tha 
*.common|y men do conceive of ;, 
| *t '| 
— ——— 


I 


— 
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* jt is not a denial made betore a | 
* Magiſtrate as it is with me, for | 
*as oft asa Chriſtian dorh dif- | 
* ſemble the knowntrath, as oft- | 
* ten as he approves of falſe wor- 
* ſhip by preſenting himlelt at ir, 
* ſo often as he hath nor things 
* worthy of his calling, or doth 
* ſach things as are unworthy of 
* his calling, fo often hedenies | 
* Chrift ; thus did 1,and therefore 
* am juſtly puniſhed for it. Your] 
Eſtate (ouoth Griba»uldus) is nor 
ſo ſtrange as-you make it : job 
was { tar gone, thif ne Com- 
plained God had ſer him as a: 
mark againſt him; and Davd 
that was a man after-God's own |. 
heart, complained often that | 
God had forſaken him, and was' 
become his Enemy , yet both' 
received comfort again. Com-| 
fort your ſelf therefore, God 
Wil come at length, though 
*þ -3 C 4 be 


mm ito. aa oo 
, 
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he now ſeem farr off. 

\ * O Brother (anſwered Spira) I 
| © believe all this, the Devils be- 
* lieve and tremble ; but Dav/d 
*.was ever Elected and dearly be- 
* loved of God ;+ and thought he 
*tell, yet God took not utterly a- 


| | way his holy Spirit, and there- | 


*fore'was heard when he prayed, 
Lord take not thy, Holy Spirit 
fremme:; but T am in another 
*caſe, being ever accurſed from 
* the preſence of God;neither can 
-| pray as he did, becauſe his holy 
© Sprete 38 Guite gone, and cannot 
| be callecand therefore I know 
*T ſhall live in continual hardneſs 
'*ſo long as T live,Oh!that I might 
' feel bur the leaſt ſenſe of the love 
* of God to me, though bur for 
- }* one ſmall moment as I now feel 
* his heavy wrath that burns like: 
- |*torments of Hell within me, and: 
*aflticts my conſcience with pangs 
— I | * unuttera- [i- 
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* utatrerable: verily Deſparation 
*is Hell ir ſelf. 3 

Here Gribauldus ſaid, I do ve- 
rily believe, Spira , .that - God 


having; ſo ſeverely chaſtiſed you | 
in this life, corre&terh you ' in| 


Mercy here, that he may Tpare| 
you: hereafter, and that he hath 
Mercy ſealed up for you intime} 


*know that lam a Rebrobate;he- 


r0.come. G4) 91 11117 
Nay (ſaid Spira) hence'do:T} 


I 


* cauſe he afficteth me with hard| 


{leaſe niydoul,and eaſe my conſei» 


as:alfa-ro ſoundihow fort the. 


ot n _ 
» - 
® . * F 
» ; - 
% . * 
. 


* neſs of heart: O that my body}. 
* had ſuffered all my lite long, 10 
* that he would be pleaſed to. re-i} 


* ence, this burdened' confcience; 4 
- Gribauldus being. defirous* roi] 
eaſe his mind from the contri} 
nual. + meditation: of : his: ſing-;| - 


a he-ſtook affedtett to the - 
Romiſh - Church, - : asked: thime]. 


- whar. 
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what he thought became of the 
ſouls of men 1ſo ſoon as they de-' 
Powe out of the body,to which 
nſwered : 

Although this be nor ſo fully 

« revealed i mScripture,yet I veri- | 
* rity believerhart rhe fouls of the 
Blettgo oryand ro the King- 


«don: of hw that they y 
* ſleep with th 1C "bod y, as ſome do 
[ ievagine | 


Very well faid one of the Spe- 
tous why do the Scriprures| 
then fay (1 $as.'5. 9.) that God 
bri s. down to:Hell, and raiſeth' 

ws It - cannot - be: moan. 
ofthe eſtare- of : the ſoul: afrer} 
death, wm thou ſayecſt Tr 
ther. goeth to” Heaven without | 
Frm or ro Hellwithout Re- 


ficod-of the a maſt: ;Þbe- mnSewcy | 


| chow ho te thi s per 21:91 2] 
I >; | often # 
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oftentimes we ſee that God 


Jet of Deſpair, and yer -rai- 


his good time. 

* This is the work (quork $pira) 

* this is the labour; for I tell you, 

* when I at Yexice did firſt abjure 
* my profeſſion, and ſo,asit were, R 
* drew an. Indentare, the Spirit. o 


þ * when at Citiad-lla-T did 'as 'it 
| Were ſer my ſeal., the Spirit 

* of God often ſug eſted tro me,do 
* not write, 2 not ſeal: yet 


* did evidently feel a wound jn- 
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ſuffers men to fall into: the] 


| 


ſeth them up again ; ang-there- | 
" fore deſpair nor, but hope; it | 


{ſhall be even thus with: rhee in | 


* God often admoniſhed' me; and | 


© I reſiſted the holyGhoſt,andiQid || 
'|* both, and at wy. very preſent ] 


— 


| flicted in my very Wilt: ſo-@l- 
hai h.Icanſay,lwould believe; | 
q \bot <2" fay, Iwill believe.| 


of 


CC CE _FFTTY 
PW” | . 


od hath Jeniel me the power| 


| |* God knows he would fain do, 


= « ,% 2s . 
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will, and -it befalls me in-this 
*my miſerable Eſtate,as with one 
ne is faſt in Irons, and his 
* friendy.coming to ſee him, do 
pinry y hisEſtate,and do perſwade 
im to ſhake of his fetters, and 

* to come out of his. bonds which 


* but.cannot; this is my very caſe, 
*you perſwade me to believe how 
* fain would I'do it, but cannor, 
* O.now I cannor. Then violent- 
"i graſping his hands toge- 
r, and raiſing himſelf up, 
* Behold (faid he) I am ſtron 
j yer by little and little I decay 4 
confiume,and my ſervants would { 
; $ cpa preſerve this weary lite, | 
bur at length the wil ofGod. muſt 
* be done, and I ſhall periſh miſe- 
' ' rably, as I deſerve : Rejoyce ye 
'r ighreous intheLord, bleſſed are: 
+: +5 hearts the Lord hath 
ihe 


_— "_— _ hk wy — 


Then, ot 
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Then after ſome pauſe, *]t's 
* wonderful, I carneſtly deſire to 
'* pray to God with my hearr, 
*yet I cannot ;.I ſee my dam- 
* nation, and I know my reme- 
*dy is only in Chriſt, yer I caf- 
* not ſet my ſelf to take hold. on 
*it: ſuchare the puniſhments of | 
* of the damned ; they repent of 
* their loſs of Heaven, they-caft- | 
* not mend their ways. - + - ©? 


As he was thus ſpeaking, he| 
obſeryed divers Flies that came.{-/- 
about him, and ſome lighted on ' 
him-;. <Behold, aid he \ nownl 
iſo Belztebub comes to his Batt | 
* quet ; you ſhall ſhortly ſee my 
* end, and in. me an-example to. 
* many, of the Juſtice and Judg-. 
* ment of God, . ' TY 


A 


— 


| About | this time! came in 
. [two. - Biſhops, with divers] _ 
pn aUneS Scho- 


"S- 
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Scholars of the Univerſity, 'one 
of them being Paulus Yergerins, 


than any other, being conti- 
nually converſant with him, told 
himhis Eſtate was ſuch as rather 
ſtood. in need of Prayer than 
Advice ; and therefore deſired 


and he began ; 

Our Father which art in Hea- 
vel then breaking forth into 
tears, he ſtopped; but they faid, 
It is ell, your grief is-a good 
ſign,y41 bewail (faid ke) my: mi- 


j* rom my-heam, as I was woutto 
[do: Yet let us go on ſaid Yerge- 
FH, | SG: 


{© (aid- Spirv)-brivg ane atfo 1rito 


having obſerved $Sp.ra more! 


i 4 * ————— 


him to pray with him in the[ 
Lords Prayer: Spira conſented, | 


' teny{ for] perceive am forſaken| 
* of God, ahd cannot call to [him | 


[Thy Kingdom come] © Lord | 


os OO oOOYSONY OS COnnEer wv 


*this Kingdom ; [ befecch thee} 
ans: | Jhur | | | 


q wb k , 


* ſhit me not out, Then coming 
to thoſe words | Givz ws this day 
our daily bread | he added, * O 
* Lord I have enough, and abun- 
* dance | to feed this carcaſs of 


* I humbly beg, the bread of thy 
* Grace, without which I know 1 
*am but a dead man. 

[Lead. us not into temptation] 


* into temptation, help me, Lord, 
*thatI may eſcape; the Enemy 
* hath overcome ; help me, I be- 
*ſech thee,ro overcome this cru- 
F el Tyrant. 2.1 213 CHEL nn | 
:'Theſe things he fpake with a' 


ling down abundantly;;: and ex- 
preſiing ſuch affetions and- paſ-/ 
jon, Fl — ergy 
& there | ent | wil ef 
Gogapinttivn 2 they then 


| Eſtateof Francis Spira. 47 | 


| 


* mine; but there is another bread | 


* ſeeing Lord, that I am brought | 


4 w—oaw__— —- 


y 1. 
mournful yoice, , the: tears trick=]' 


taraing ro 'Spira, ſaid,  You| 
$I know 


I > » 
Wray 
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a 


know that none carr call Chr: 

Feſ#s the Lord, bur by the Holy 
Ghoſt : you mult therefore think 
of your ſelf, according to. that 
ſoft affe&tion, which you cap_— 
in your Prayers, inferring! there- 
by that God hath not wholly 
caſt you off, or bereaved. you: of 


; * Tperceive, ſaid Sprra, that I 
nation, for I tell you again, Iris! 
It 


ou find in me. 


ple, thar 


have ' 


would have: received him to 


__ 


his Spirit utterly. Sa 
call or him-t0 my: cternal;dam-] 
a new and; unheard 'of exam-]: 


Fudas (ſaid they) had but out-]' 
| Hived his days, which by-nature| 
he might have done, he might| 
repented, and : Chriſt] 


Mercy ; and yet he ſinned moſt 


[which did-ſo eſteem of him, 
{to honour him, withthedignit 


— 


gricvouſly:' againſt. his Maſtew]' 


[of an Apoſtle, and: did. mg 
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and feed him. He anſwered, 
Chriſt did alſo feed and ho- 
nour me, neither yer is m 

fault one jot leſs than: that of 


| his, becauſe it is no more -ho- 


nour to be perſonally preſent 
with Chriſt in the fleſh, then 
to be in his preſence. now by]. 
illumination of his holy Spt 
rit : and befides I deny that 
ever judas could have repen-] . 
ted how long foever he had! 

lived : for grace was quite ta- 
ken from him, as it is now from 
me. | 
O Spira, ſaid they. You know 
you are in a {piritual deſertion,. 
you mult therefore not helieye 
what Satan ſuggeſts, he was] 
ever a lier from the beginning, 
and a mcer Jmpoſler , and wall 
caſt a thouſand lying. fancies! 
into. your, mind, ro-beguile. you 


withal}, you muſt rather be- 


5 lieve 


_ * 


_ 


7 
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lieve thoſe whom you judge to 
be in a good eſtate, and more 
able to diſcern of you than your 
ſelf : believe us, and werell you, 
That God will be mercifull unto 
f yOu. | 

* There is the knot (ſaid $Sp;- 
*ra) would I could bejieve, but I 
* Cannot. 

Then he began to reckon up 


he was continually- troubled 
wathall : that he ſaw the Devils 
come flocking into the Cham- 
ber, and abour his Bed, territy- 
ing kim with -ftrange. noiſes ; 
that theſe were not fanfies, but 
thathe' ſaw them as really: as 
the ſlanders by : and that be- 
fides theſe outward terrors, he 
telt continually a racking ror- 
ture of his mind, and a -conti- 
_ butchery ' of his Confci- 


Pangs 


what fearful dreams and viſions 


ence , being the yery proper 


c— & — 
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pangs of the damned wights in 
Hel 

Caſt away theſe fanſies (ſaid 
Gribauldus) theſe are but il 
luſions : humble your ſelf in 
the-preſence of God, and praiſe 
him. * The dead praiſe not 
* the Lord (anſwered he) nor 
'they that go down into the 
* pit. We that aredrowned in 
* Deſpair are dead, and already 
* gone down into the pit; wheat 
* Hell can there be worſe than! 
* Deſperation, or what greater! 
\norcommgern ? The gnawing 


worm , OA vega Fire 1 | 


4 Horror, Confuſion and (which 
*is worſe thay all) DES 
* it ſelf continually tortures me, 
* and now I count my. preſent 
* eſtate worſe, than wi my 


-n-- F. 


mt. Ml. At 


Soul, | 
| ſeperated from m body were] 


with» F444, and the reſt of oe 


4  amned, and rherefore, - now 


« deſire] 


_ -P 
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* defir2 rather to be there, than 
* thus to live in the body. 

One being preſent, repeated 
cettain words out of the Plalms ; 
* If thy children forſake my Law 
* and walk not in my Judgments; 
* I will viſit their tranſgreſſions, 
*with rods, and their iniquity ' 
* with firipes; nevertheleſs m 
* loving kindneſs I will not ut- 
* rerly take from them, nor fuffer 
*my faithfulneſs to tail. yu. 
this, O Spirs, My Covenant T will 
not break. | 
| © Theſe Promiſes (ſaid Spira): 
belong onely to the Elect ,| 
which if tempted, may fall in- 
to ſin, bur are again lifted up 
and recovered out : as the 


he fhall not be utterly: :caſt 
down , for _the Lord' uphold- 
eth him, - therefore Peter could 
rile., for he was elected ; but | 
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Propher faith, Though he fall}. 


Mi 


_ the}. 
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| the Reprobate when they fall, 
| cannot riſe again, as appears in: 
Cain, Sau/, and Fradas, od deals 


{them in the Latin Tongue, and 


; 


one way withthe Ele&, and ano- 
ther with Reprobates. 
The next day-he prayed with 


that with excellent affection, as 
outwardly appeared. Bleſſed be 
God, ſaid Yerperius,, theſe are 
no ſigns of eternal Reprobation ; 
you muſt not, O Spira, ſegk out 
the ſecret' Counſels of God's E- 
le&ion and/Reprobation; for no 
man can know, ſo long as he 
lives, whether by his good or 
bad deeds, he be worthy of 
God's love or anger : do you not 
know that the Prophet Dawid 
complained, that God had: caſt 
off his ſoul. 

* know all this, quoth Spy, I 
*kniow theMercies ofGod arc infi- 


| nite,and do ſurpaſs the ſins of the 
La © whole 


. a _ * 24 
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*whole world, and that they are | 
* effeftual to all that believe, bur 
* this faich, and this, hope is the 
* gift. of God : Oi that he-would | 
{© give it me!but it is as impoſlible 

| *asto0 drink up the Sea at a draft: 


1* as for that ot $o/own07, if he had: 
ever taſted that which I: feel by 
+wotull experience, he would ne- 
* yer-have ſpoken as he: did; but 
{the truth 1s, never- had mortall 
|* man ſuch an evident experience 
'ofGods anger and hatred againſt 
| him, as I have. You thatare in 
| 5400 eltate;think Repentance & 
{| Faith-ro be a work of great faci- 
1+ liry.:and therefore you think-it | 
4*an-eaſy matter to-perſyade men 
 I* robeheve: the whole need not 
{the Phyſitian,and he that is well | - | 
|*canſoon give counſel to ſuch as 
| |* aretlburthis is the Hell rome, 
|-ay hearts hardned, I cannggbe- 
© leye,many.axe caled,butfew 
|*choſen. | *Up 


_— 


<> _ 


- 
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| Spirit 5 
| fall away. 


| 
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Upon what ground (ſaid they) 
do you conceive ſo ill an opinion 
of your ſelf ? | 

*I once did know God to be 
*my Father, not only by Crea-| 
* tion, but by Regeneration; 1 


| * knew him by his beloved Son, 


* the Author, and finiſher of our 
* Salvation ; I could pray to him, 
*and hope for pardon of fin from 
* him ; I had a taſt of his ſweet- 
* neſs, peace, and comfort ; . now 
* contrarily, I know God, not as 
**'a Father, but as an Enemy : 


|* what more? my heart hates 
| © God, and ſeeks to get above 


* him, ] have nothingelſe rofly tg 


| *bur Tetror and Defpair. 


Belike you rhink then (Tfaid 
they) that thoſe whothave the 
earneſt and firſt fruits of: God's 
may notwithſtanding 


| The Judgttenrs of GodUare a 


deep 


4 
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deep a bylſs, ſaid he, we are ſoon 
drowned if we enter into them ; 
He that thinketh he ſtandeth, let 
him take heed leſt he fall, as for 
my ſelf, I know 1 am fallen back 
and that I once did know the 


ſay, but that I am one of that 
number which God hath threat- 


ned to tear in pieces. 
Say not ſo anſwered they, for |. 


God may come, though at the 


laſt hour ; keep hold therefore 


at the laſt by hope. 
This, quoth he, is my caſe; -I 


| 
[rell you I cannot, God hath de- 
| prived me of hope, this brings 


_ 


Gp 


EE 


truth, though it may not be ſo] 
{throughly ; I know not what to 


'Fterror t@ my. mind, and -pines| 
this body which now is - ſo} 
weak, as it cannot perform the |! 
ſeveral” Offices thereof : for as]} 
[the Ele& have. the Spirit -reiti-] F 
fying that | they are. the ſons or 


_ — 


E_ 


A. cm 
- - 


|by they are condemned already : 
and therefore as I perceived this 


| and hardneſs of heart ; and wo be 


i thim he gave too much credid' to! 


| himſclf, but rather him that was | 
| {ina-good c&ftate;- and I teſtifie rol, 
L you (fardihe)-that:God will: be Tg 
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God, ſo the Reprobates, even 
while they live do often feel a 
Worm in their Confciences, wher-! 


wound inflited on my mind 
and will, I knew that I wanted 
the gitts of —_ grace,ahd that 
I was utterly undone. God chaſt- 
neth his Children. with tempo- 
rary aftlictions, that they may 
come as Gold our of 'the fire ; 
but puniſheth the wicked with 
blindneſs in their underſtandings, | 


to ſuch from whomGod takes his? | | 


holy Spirit. | 
Here one rebuked him, and told 


ſenſe, that he was not to believe 


q 


merciful to-you. 


[| 


D Nay 


pI 
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_ * Nay anſwered he,tfor becauſe 
[Jam in this ill Eftate, therefore 
* can I believe nothing but what 
<.is contrary to my Salvation and 
*conafort;but you that are ſo con- 
1*©fident of your good Eftaty, Jook 
*that ix be true, forit is no ſuch 
< ſmall matter tobe aſſured of ſin- 
Ro had — _ 
. |< Ging 4 grou inthe 

«reach before he can be able to af- 
|*frmfſuch a matter as ye now do. 
ts not the performance of a few 
« formal durics,but a mighty con-| 
IRantldbour,with all intention of | 
* heart and affection, with fall 
*defire and endeavour.continual-! 
*1y to ſet forth God's glory;there| | 
*muſt be neither fear of Legators, 
*Inquiſtors,priſons,nor anydeath: 
4 whatſoever ; many "rhi em- 
\*felves happy, thar are fer, it is 


$1.ord, that ſhall go to Heaven. --- 


_”—— — — — — — 


—— 


* not every one that ſaith Tord,] Þ, 


© They came another day, and 
found him with . his eyes that, 
as if he had been drowzie and 
very loath to diſcourſe ; at 


him or not ? He lifting up his 
eyc-lids, and not ſuddenly re 


to him, / «an Presbiter Avtone 
| Fontamia, I was with you -at 


*curſed day, ſaid Spira! Oh cur- 
owe - 1 Oh thatTIhadinever 
tither ! Would God I had 

nar "Lied, 
| py weccadh came in a- Prieſt, 
called Bernardius Sardonins | brin- 
g with' him a Book of Exor- 


[5c5. roconjure thisPevilayhom' 


Faw veril Perſwadediind 
|: F .D 2 hy 
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— 


which time there came inalfo a] 
ve man from C:tadella;, who| 
emanded of Spirs, if he knew 


membring him, the man raid 


\Fenice, ſome 8 weeks ſince; * O| 


when,Spraſaw thaking his head' 
\. [hefaid? | 


— Saw. ti 


bn _— 
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* that God hath left me to the 
* power of the Devil : but ſuch 
* they are, as are not to be found 
in your Letany ; neither will 
* they be caſt our by ſpells. The 
Prieſt proceeding in his intended 
purpoſes, with a ſtrange and un- 
'couth geſlure, and a loud yoice, 
adjured the ſpirit to come into 
Spira's tongue, and to anſwer : 


bour, with a ſigh, turned , from 
him : a Biſhop being there pre- 
{ſent, ſaid to Spiri, brother, God 
hath -put virtue into the Word 
and Sacraments; and we have uſ- 
ed the one means and find nor 
that effect which-wedefire ; ſhall 
| we try the efficacy, of the Sacra- 
ments ? ſurely if you take it as 
 Jarrue Chriſtian ought to receive 

1the-Body and Blood of Chriſt, ir 


tor your {ick Soul. 1 
bo [4 This | 


”  W——_ 


Spira deriding his fruitleſs la- 


will prove a ſoveraign medicine 


=" oy 
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* This I cannot do (anſwered 
* he) for thoſe that have no right 
* ro the Promiſes, have no right 
* to the Seals. The Euchariſt was 
* appointed onely for believers, if 
* we have no faith,we eat & drink 
* judgment.to our ſelves.] receiy'd 
* jt about a month ſince, bur I 
* did nor well in ſo doing ; for I 
*took it by conſtraint, and fo I 


|* took it to miy deeper Condem- 


* nation. 
Here Yergeriss began to impor-] 
tune him earneſtly to - be- 
ware that he did not wiltall 
reſiſt grace, and put himſelf 
out of Heaven , charging him 
vehemently, by all the love 
that was between them, by *the 
love that he bare to his chil- 
dren, yea to his own ſoul; 
that he would ſet himſelf ſeri- |. 
oufly to return to that Faith 
and' hope, which once he had 
D 3 in 


f— 


— —_— EY I 
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in the death of Chriſt ; with ma- 
| ny ſuch like words. 5p:rs having” 
heard much of the like matter 
formerly, and being ſomewhar 
moved ſaid, You do bur repear 
Vergerime, what ſhould I hope ? 
| why ſhould I believe ? God hath 

taken faith from me ; ſhew me| | 
then whither I ſhall go.ſhew me| | 


2 Heaven: whereto I thall retire. 


# 


You &l me of God's Mercy, 
[when as God hath caſt me off, | 
you tell me of Chriſts interceſ].- 
[on, I have denied him ; you com- |. | 
mand me to belicve, I fay, I can- 
not-; you brin =p me no comforr, | 

our command .is as impoſiible | 


meto obey, as to keep Moral | -| - 
Law : if: you ſhould perſwade| |. 
one- to: love God with all his 

| heart, ſoul, and firength;and God | 
| oo not power, garmheper-| 
our:defire? Doth nor the 
[Church reach 'us/'ro {mg,  <Di- 
. *rea| 


jp IS * ——— 


, —- 


_— 
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ret us,O Lord,to keep thyCom- 
*mandments?hypocrites ſay they 
love God with all their hearr, 
| © bur they lie; for my parr 1 will 
*not lie, but tell you plainly ; fuch 
* is my caſe, that tho you ſhould 
* never ſo much importune me to |, 
*hope or believe, thoughlT deſire it 
*yer I cannor,forGod as a puniſh- 
"ment of my wickedneſs hath ta- 
*ken away from me all his ſaving 
*Sraces, Faith, Hope, and all: F am 
'not the man therefore that you 
'take me for: Belike you think I 
{delight in this Eſtate ; if 4 could | , 
* conceive but the leaſt ſpark of 

*hope of a berterEſtare hereafter, 
| I would not refuſe to endurethe | 
*moſt keavy weighr of rhewrath 
of rhat great God, yea for 
* 20000 years, ſothar I might ar} - 
£ lengeh attain td the end of thar 


| *mifery, which I nowknow. will | | 
| *be crerna};Bur I rel Four, mp wall] 


D 4 is} 


= Y 
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is wound, who longs more to 
believe than I do ? Bur all the 
ground-work - 4 hope is gone, 
tor if the Teſtirhonies of the holy 
Scripture. be true (as they are 
certainly true) is not this as true, 
Whoſoever denies me before 
men, him faith Chriſt will I deny 
before my Father which is in 
heaven! is not this juſtly my cafe 
as ifit had been intended againſt 
[This very perſon of mine? And 
[? pray you what ſhall become 
of ſuch as@hriſt denicth, ſeeing 
there is' no other name under 
heaven. whereby you look . to 
be ſaved ? Whar Fith St. Paul 
ro the Hebrews ? It is impoſit- 
ble for thoſe who were once 


; enlightned,and have taſted of the 


heavenly pill, andwere pattakers 


of the holy Gheſt, if they fall a- 


2. Tway, to be renewed to repen- 
F>.[tange: what can be more plain 


againſt 


—— 


_— 


>, 
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againſt me? is not thar Scripture 

0; if we ſin wiltully after we 
have received the knowledge of 
truth, there remaineth no more 
ſacrifice for ſin, but a looking 
for of judgment: the Scripture 
ſpeaks of me, Sr. Paul! meets me, 
Saint Peter tells me, it had been 
better I had never known the 
way of Righteouſneſs, than after 
I have known it, to turn from 
the holy Commandmenr, ' it -had 
been better I had not known, 
and yet then my condemnation 
had been moſt certain; do. you 
not ſee evidently, that F have 
wiltully Pee | the . known 


ly. damnation, but 'worſe ' if 
worſe may be imagined, God 
will have me undergoe the juſt 
| niſhnienr of my ſin, and make 

[me an Example of his Wrath for 
*. | your ſakes. | 


— 


truth;I may juſtly expe& not on-| 


D +<*The 


4 
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The Company preſent ad- 
mired his diſcourſe, fo Bp 
'voully accuſing himſelf of his 
| fore-paſt life, fo gravely and 
wiſely dilating concerning the 
Judgements of God, that they 
then. were convinced, that it 
was. not Frenzic or Madneſs 
that had poſleſſed him, and be- 
ing as it were in admiration of 
his Eſtate, Spirs proceeded a- 
Bain in this manner. * Take 
© heed to: your ſelves, it is 
* no light or cafie matter to be a 
*Chriſtjan ; it is not Baptiſm, 
 |* or freading: of the Seriprures, 
© or boaſting of Faith in Chriſt, 
* @hough even theſe are good) 
* rhat can proye. one to be an 
* abfolute Chriſtian : you know 
|< what I faid before, There 
*muſt be a. conformity in: Life, 
[A Chriſtian. muſt be ſtrong, 
unconquerable , not carrying} 
| ant 


——_ —_— _—_ 


+ 4. 1 


_ 
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an obſure profeſſion, but re- 
folve, expreſſing the image of 
Chriſt, and holding out againſt 
all oppoſition to the laſt breath, | 
he muſt give all diligence, by 
Righreouſzcke and Holineſs, to 
make his Calling and Eleti- 
on ſure. Many there are thar 
ſnatch at the Promilſes.in- the 
Goſpel, as if they undoubted- 
ly did. belong to them, and 
yet they remain ſluggiſh , and 
careleſs ; and being flattered by | 
the things of this preſent woes | 
they paſs in their courſe inþ 
uietneſs m_ — : 38 $1} 
they were the one | 
es - whom nevertheleſs Hot 


ordained to eternal wrath,as you | 
may ſee in Saint Lukes Rich Man. | 
Thus it was with me, therefore 
take ye heed. | 


1 
; 
| 
q 


— 


Then | 


TT 46 " —_ 


Lord in his providence hath ] 
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mc 


Then came one of his Ne- 
phews, and offered him ſome 
f{uſtinance, which he diſdain- 
tully refuſing, ſo moved the 
young mans Cholar, that he 
charged him with hypocriſie 
and diſſimulation, or frenzy ; to 
whom £p:ra, gravely anſwering, 


ſaid, 


ter as you will : burtI am ſure I 
am not only the Actor, but the 
Argument and matter of the 
Tragedie, I would it were 
frenzy cither fained or true, for 
if it were frenzy I could put it 
off at- pleaſure ;_ I it were a re- 
- jal frenzy, yet there were ſome 
hope left of Gods mercy, where- 
as now there is none. For I 
knowGod has pronounced me'an 
. [enemy and guilty of high treaſon 

againſt his Majelly ; Lam a caſt- 
. . away, a vellel of his wrath : yet 


You may interpret the mat-| 


_ dare} 


es —— CE Cnr CCC n_ P >—” 


IE F 


+ 


dare you call it diſſembling and 


{ment of God, and of the gra- 


- [that which is abſolute neceſſary, 
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frenzy ? and can you mock at the 
formidable example of the heay 
Wrath of God, that ſhould —_—_ 
you fear and terror : But it is na- 
tural to thefleſh,either out of ma- 
lice or ignorance, to ſpeak per- 
verſly of the works of God. The 
natural man diſcerneth not the 
things that be of God, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 
How can this be (ſaid Gribaul- 
dus) that you can thus 'ex- 
cellently diſcourſe of the judg- 


ces of his holy Spirit, what you 
find the want of them, and ear- 
neſtly deſire them ; and yer you 


|rhink you are utterly deptivyed of | 


them ? 


Take this for certain (faid he) 


want the main grace of all, and 


andGod doth many times extort 


= — 


moſt | 


* TS \ 


|* others diſcourſe of what they 


| (4Helf endure nor the like Miſery: ; 
{80 _ that} 


MSF) 


- 
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* moſt true and ftrange reſtimo- 
* nies of his Majeſty, Jaſtice and 
*mercy;yca out of the months of 
*very Reprobates:for even Judas, 
*after he had betray'd hisMaſter, 
*was conſtrained to confefs his 
*{m, and to juſtify rhe Innocency 
* of Chriſt, therefore if I do rhe 
*©like,it is no new or ſlrange mat- 
*rer.God hath taken Faith from 
* me; and left me other common 
* gifts, for my deeper condemna- 
*tjon: By how much the more ] 
* remember whatT had, and hear 


*have,by ſo much the more is my 
* rormenx, in that I know whar I 
*want, and how there is no way 
to be relieved. 

| Thus ſpake he, the tears all 
the while trickling down ; pro- 
fefling that his pangs were ſuch, 


——— —_—_— 


— TT 


as, that the damned Wights in| 


EE En TIT —.. eo— 
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thar his eſtate was worſe then 
that of Cain or Fndes, and there- 


(]aid he)the ſcriptures are accompliſhd 
in me, They fhall defire to die, and 
Death ſball fly from - And veril 
he ; > d Lothar y tO Gnkk 
his life ſhould be : Ars out yer 
longer ; finding no eaſe or reſt 
ever and anon, cried out, 0 mi- 
ſerable wretch, 0 miſerable wretch, 


beſought them in this manner. 
*O Brethren ! take a 
* heed to your life ; make more 
* account of the gifts of Gods 
* Spirit than I haye mens learnt 
* to beware of m wy inks ; think 
ured Chriftians, 


«char ground ; be conftanc _ 
* immoveable ; in the maintenance! 


then turning to the Company,he | 


I Footy underſtand ſome« | 


— 
. 


fore he deſired to die. Yetbeholdl + 


of | 3 
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of your profeſſion : Confeſs even 
until death,if you be called ther- 
to;he that loveth Father andMo- 
ther, brothers,ſiſters,ſons,daugh- 
ters, kindreds, houſes, lands,more 
|than Chriſt,is not worthy of him, 
Theſe words (ſaid they) do 
{not ſound like the words' of a 
wicked Reprobate. % 

*T do but- here imitate (ſaith 
* Spira) the rich glutton in -the 
Goſpel,who tho in Hell was care- 
fult that his brethren ſhould not 
come to that place of rorinent : 
And I fay to you brethren, Take 
heed of this miſerable eſtate 


tain young men that were pre- 
ſent, he defired them to con- 
.ceive him arighr. *1 do not ſpeak; 


lend 


whereinTam, % bo 
 - Then turning himſelf to cer-F 


*this to-derogate from the cer-] 
*rainty of _ Faith, and the} 
e Goſpel, for} 


| _[*Promiſes of t 


they 


| * would have me to beleivg; bur' 
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|* they are moſt ſure; but take 
* heed of relying on thar 
* Faith that works not a holy 
*and unblameable life, worth 
* of a believer ; credit me, Ir will 
| © fail, I have tried it, Ipreſumed 


©] had gotten the right Faith ; I} 


* preached it to others, T had all 
* places of Scripture in memory 
* that might ſupport it, I thoughr 
*my ſelf ſure, and in the mean 


* time living impiouſly and-care-|:, 
leſly 3*behold now the judge-]- 


* ment of God hath ovyertaken 


* me, not to correction, but to] 


'| * condemnation: And now you 


* it will not be, for I feel roo late, 
*that good things beloag onely 


* to ſuch as are good, whoſe ſins} 


*.are coyered with Chriſt's death 
* and blood, as with a vail, and 

* guarded with his righteous 
| merits 


" wn _—. 


* &- . 
W I, 
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, 


— 


* merits from the flood of Gods 
| |* wrath, even as with a might 

* wall , leſt miſerable mortals 
* ſhould be ſwallowed up with |. 
* tke greatneſs of their fin: but as 
* for me, I have, as it were wil- 
]* fully with my hands, pulled 
1 down this Rampire, behind 
1* which I might have reſted in 
* faſty ; and now are the f' _ 
* Waters: come even to my ſoul, 
*and I am caſt away. , ** 
|-.- One of his familite Friends 
4chanced to ſay,That certainly he 
was overcome with melancholy ; 
which being over-heard , Spira 
anſwered. | 
+ Well, be it fo, ſeeing you will 

| *needs have it ſo;thus alſo isGods 
j- wrath manifeſted againft me, in 
*that he hath taken from me the 
.* uſe of mine Underſtanding and 
| Reaſon,to as I can neither-rightly | 


_ p'<fteem &judg of my diſtemper, | 


nor | 


Ct ; »”* 8 


es 
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' nor hope ofremedy.You ſeeBre-| 


*thren what a dangerous thing it 
*1s to ſtop or ftay in things that 
* concernGods glory,eſpecially to 
'diſſemble upon any terms: Whar 


*a fearfulthing is it to be near and| 


* almoſt aChriſtian?never was the 
'like example to this of mine,and 
'therefore if you be wiſe, you will 
ſeriouſly conſider thereot:O'that 
* God would ler looſe his hand 


* from me, that it were. with me| 


* now as in” times paſt, T1 would 
* ſcorn al threats of the moſt cruel 
* Tyrants, bear rorments with in- 


* yincible reſolutions, and glory in | 


* the outward profeſſion otChrilt, 
* till I were choaked intheflame, 


'and my body confumedto aſhes. 


You ſay, you 'ate deſperate, 


O-Stira! (faid they) why - then] 
do you not ſtrive with ſome] 


weapon or other, violently to 


make. an end of your lite, as} 


—— 


RE —— 
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{deſperate men uſe to do? *Ler 
* me have a ſword (ſaid Spirs) 
_ Why. what would you do with 

[it (quoth they ?) © I cannot tell 
* you (faid he) what. this mind 
* would move me to,upon occaſi- 
{* on, nor what I would do. 

- They = 009%. ogy effe&t 
of all this their labour, bur ra- 
{ther that he grew worſe, tor 
the avoiding of concourſe of 

ople ; for every day ſeldome 
tewer than twenty continued 
with him, and to ſiop the 
courſe of fame which was 
continually blown abroad of 
him, they conſult to carry him 
back again into his own Coun- 
try ; - and thoſe his friends 
. . } that came to: comfort him, be- 
gan to take their leaves of him ; 
Fergeriws amongſt the reſt, re- 
[quired that at their -partin 
BY {hey might pray rogether wich 


im 


— 
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him , Spira hardly conſented, 
and as unwillingly performed, 
for he ſaid, *My heart is 
* eſtranged from God, I cannot 
call him Father from my heart ; 
all good motions are now quite 
© gone, my heart is full of male- 
* diction, hatred, and blaſphemy 
© againſt God- : I find I grow 
more and more hardned in heart, 
* and cannot ſtop .nor help my| 
* ſelf ? your prayers for me ſha 
*turn to your own profit,they can 
do me no good. | 
Vergerius came to take his 
leave of him, whom  Spira em-]| 
bracing, ſaid, * Alrhough I know | 
that nothing can bring any bene-| ' 
© fit to me a Reprobarte ; but that] 
*every thing ſhal tend tomy dee- 
'per condemnation;yer I give you 
-F*azoſt harty thanks for your:kind}. 
*office of the love and good will; 
* and the Lord return it unto} _ 
| youl 
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| * you, Te increaſe of 
00 

- The next day being brought 
down to his intended journey, 
by the way Jooking round a- 
boue him with a ghaſtly look, 
he ſaw a knife lying on-'a rable, 
to. which he running haſtily 
-- P[fnarched bold of it, as intending 
 Fto mnuſchief himfelf ; but his 
© [friends laying hold of him,ſtap'd 
him in-þis purpoſe : whereupon 


- [with indignation he faid, /wasd 
Iwere above God, for 1 know be will 
bave no Mercy on me; 

--- Thus went he homewards, of- 
wn ſaying, that he enyied the 

j<ondirion of Cais and Fudas : He 

lay ;about--eight weeks in this| 


caſe, ina continual burning, nei- 
- [ther Rs nor receiving any 
[ths ;force ,and. that wirhfF 


[| 


| 


hope all things. 


4 
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reſling to the view nothing bur 
Rags and bones : vehemently 
raging for drink, ever pining,yet 
fearful to live long ; 
Hell, yer coveting death; in a 


continual torment, yet his own| 
Tormentor. And thus conſuming | 


himſelf with 


ur and horror,im- 
patience and 


eſpair, like a living 


man in Hell, he repreſented an{. | 
extraordinary example of the jo- _ 
. And thus 


ſtice and power of God 

(as far as appeareth)within a few 
days after his arrival at his own 
home, he departed this preſent 
life. 
remember, That ſecret things | 


long unto the Lord our God, but]. | 


charity to men, to teach him to: 
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2 moſt Famous Catharique and Diu- 
Thy Pills,/o well known for the Cure - 
+= ef ehe opfie;Scurry,aud all earohewn nb 

©. an4w:z uy humours,{9c. Prepared only by W1 

> Jar Be ens f of Phyſech, and one - Fire 
- Majefties Phyſicians r dinary, ave ,y 
+ Edward Thomasat the «rags; Eve L Lir- 
*-—> Ule Britain ; who's ſolely Deputed by the ſaid 
©: Dotto: here Lp thereof, and he to aj _— 


128. Box contains 60 Pulls, 
netituled, TheLadysCompanion, 
or En wife; wherein is Demonſtrated 
De Gonmer and order how Women ought to go- 

F o vemſe/ves during the whole time of their 
ding Okildren,and of their difficult La- 

t hard Travail, and Lying.In,e>c. by the 

7 A very. ary and uſeful 
Women. 


